Blackburn with Darwen

‘We speak, you listen’ meeting

Minutes (notes from the meeting)
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	On 20th September 2010
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	at Darwen Resource Centre.  


	[image: image4.jpg]



	Who was there?
Andrew, Stephen, Melvin, Peter, Catharine, Sarah, Tommy, Debbie, Roy, Stephen, Paul, Richard, David, Lee, Yunus, Justin, Sue, Jonathon, Rahil, Ibrar and Mandy.
James and Nat from React.
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	We talked about what could happen with the Government’s cuts to public services. 
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	What are public services? 

Things that people use locally like libraries, swimming pools, 
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	What is happening locally? 

The Shade Centre is probably going to close. It’s a neighbourhood centre. 

James thought it was important that people try to understand what cuts to public services could mean to us. 
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	Why are the government making these cuts?

To save money. 
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	VAT is going up in January next year that will mean things will cost more including clothes.
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	What can you do where you live? 

James asked people what they like doing where they live. 

People said:
Go shopping - shops feel safe where I live
I can see my mates on their bikes
I work in a garage fixing cars
I went to a café in the leisure centre and to the pub
I listened to music
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	I live with my family and went to Gateway bowling

I do some child minding
I got a certificate for Health and Safety

I had a haircut and went window shopping
I go to College, work and bowling with my mum 
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	We talked about the Pope visiting England and Scotland.


	
	Our next meeting is on Monday 15th November 2010. 




