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SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 

LD PARTNERSHIP BOARD
4 March 2010 – 10.00-1.00pm
 Studio 1, Darwen Health Centre
Minutes
Attendance
	Name
	Organisation

	David Foster (Chair)
	BwD BC

	Gill Hughes
	Bootstrap

	James Hughes 
	React

	Rahil Sarwar
	

	Maggie Ecroyd
	BwD BC

	Mandy Crabtree
	

	Gary Dodds
	BwD

	Carol Hartley
	Carer

	Cathy Welsh
	Creative support

	Alison Westwood
	BwD BC

	Rosemary Molyneux
	BwD Adult Social Care

	Pete Soothill
	BwD Adult Social Care/NHS

	George Kennedy
	Adult Social Care

	Yasmin Khalil
	Carers Service

	Nigel Braithwaite
	Parent

	Aziz Hafiz
	BwD Neighbourhoods

	Mansoor Akhtar
	BwD Neighbourhoods

	Lesley Bray
	BwD NLS Service

	Dawn Gray
	Shared Lives Scheme

	Anne Marie Pickering
	Children’s Services

	John Rowen
	Children’s Services

	Shabir Elahi
	Housing Strategy BwD BC

	Margaret Lockett (Minutes)
	BwD Adult Social Care


Apologies
	Stephen Sloss
	David Kerambrum

	Peter Dillon
	Paul Wilson (Bootstrap)

	Julie Clift (EL PCT)
	Jackie Gower 

	Gill Cousins
	Claire Ramwell

	Marion Fisher
	Lori Homkayyon Jones

	Elizabeth Mannion
	Dorothy Braithwaite

	Geraldine Condon
	Steven Bower

	Karimeh Foster
	Tracie Booth

	Denise Gaffing
	


	No
	Item
	Action

	1
	Introductions
Mandy Crabtree opened up the meeting and welcomed everyone.  Introductions were made.

	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
Transitions – re suggestion of Councillor involvement, DF visited Newfield School for some background information and will arrange a family visit.

DF has asked Kate Smyth, in conjunction with her work on the day service review, to meet with parents of pupils at Newfield to look at what gaps exist in service provision.

Dorothy Braithwaite sent apologies for the meeting on 27 January which were not recorded and Rosemary apologised that no “easy read” minutes had been produced from the January meeting.

2.1 Neighbourhoods Maps to be given to people so they can identify which of the 5 neighbourhoods they live in
Maps had been distributed with the previous minutes but were also available at the meeting.

2.2 Website Update.  Gary Dodds has offered to work with a group of people who attend Stansfeld Street.  Any update?

Gary advised that a small article on the website appeared in the Shuttle and he has requested that sub-groups send information/ideas through to him for inclusion on the site.

	All


	3
	Service User Issues
Increasing membership of people onto the “We Speak You Listen” group 

James advised that the Blackpool Conference had taken place and he and Mandy attended along with two others.   The lead people talked about Valuing People Now and how Boards worked.

James advised that there will be an In Control Conference in Liverpool on 16 March which he will be attending.  Information will be provided to enable people to procure their own support.  Yasmin has sent information regarding this event to carers and anyone interested in attending should contact her.

It was suggested that feedback from the Conference and the In Control event are put on the website, together with a regular update from the We Speak You Listen Group.  Gary to also include something on day provision.
James had a meeting at Accrington Road where he was advised that a town centre facility was closing.  Rosemary asked Gary to check why.

	YK
GD

	4
	Carers’ Issues

Following the discussion at the last meeting regarding expenses, Sam at the Carers Service has advised that claim forms need to be completed and submitted for expenses which will be paid directly into carers bank accounts.  
Concerns were raised with regard to the process and providing details of bank accounts.  PS, YK and AW agreed to meet to discuss this further.
Lori via Yasmin asked the Board at what age children’s services finish.  PS said it was not straightforward and depends on what it relates to. Yasmin will ask Lori to contact PS who will provide her with further information.

AW said the PCT have a programme of cardiovascular health checks for people aged 35-74 and have agreed to assist carers to access these checks linking in with the carers service.  Additional tests will also be undertaken which GPs will be asked to include on their database to ensure that more carers are offered services.


	PS/YK/AW

YK


	5
	Housing
Shabir attended to talk about housing options that are available for people with a learning disability.  He gave a presentation (copy attached) and distributed the front pages of a manual called Finding a Place to Live which can be completed to assist in determining housing requirements.  The manual can be found in pdf format on the following link
www.housingoptions.org.uk/general_information/

gi_publications_docs/finding_a_place_to_live.pdf

and in word format on the following link

www.housingoptions.org.uk/general_information/

gi_publications_docs/finding_a_place_to_live.doc
A protocol has been discussed with Adult Social Services which Shabir said would be completed by the next meeting.   PS/SE have arranged to meet next week to finalise this and will also look at other housing options.
Support is available for people on income support who are interested in buying their own home.  Shabir is putting together information re mortgage options.
Shabir was asked about the passport to housing scheme, which provides young people with the necessary skills and training to obtain and keep themselves in accommodation.  
Means of ensuring that people with a learning disability are made aware of all these services was discussed.


	Shabir

	6
	Neighbourhoods
Andy McHugh came to the last meeting to outline the work of neighbourhood boards and Aziz Hafiz attended to talk about services provided by the North East neighbourhoods and learning service.

Mansoor Akhtar also came to talk about his role as Learning and Partnership Officer and the range of activities and services offered which are inclusive for all people of different abilities.
PS suggested that this information should be linked to the LD website. The 5 neighbourhood plans could be included with one or two projects highlighted to show what is happening.


	

	7
	How to make the Partnership Board more effective 
A proposal for members to consider – proposal attached
Following discussions at recent meetings about the future of the board and its effectiveness, a draft proposal looking at how to make it more effective was produced.
Partnership Boards were set up originally with the intention that Boards would be made up in the majority by people with learning disabilities but would also include parents/carers. Key priority is to review the Board membership and decide whether or not it works.  A group is meeting to complete the self assessment.
The draft proposal outlining how the Board would fit with other LSP groups was discussed.
Nigel thinks people with learning disabilities should have representation but the Board needs people who will make decisions across the council.  Having a “Disability Champion” was suggested.  Cllr Foster to consider who this might be.
James said a model had been prepared some time ago which would be worth going back to looking at what was not going well and fixing it.

	ML 

DF



	8
	What opportunities and advantages will there be by implementing  this proposal
We need:
Education

Communication

Aspiration

Yes to continue

Housing – decisions made in LSP

Another model or as well as – an LD champion or disability champion

Ask chairs of 8 LSP sub-groups to come to the LD Board

What is the Agenda

What is not going well – should drive agenda
· Age Concern – report for people with a learning disability
· Support link to LSP

· Officers group reporting to Board

· Local/national info to use

· Board meeting a ‘summary’ of the work


	

	9
	AOB


	


	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
12 May 2010, 10.00am, Livesey All Age Centre
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