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BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL
LEARNING DISABILITY PARTNERSHIP BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING

HELD ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2009 @ 10.00AM
AT THE LIVESEY ALL AGE CENTRE

________________________________________________________________

ATTENDANCE
	Name
	Organisation

	Cllr David Foster
	Executive Member for Adult Social Care

	Cllr Kaimeh Foster
	Lead Member for Adult Social Care

	Rosemary Molyneux
	Head of Service, Adult Social Care

	Alison Westwood
	Senior Carer Strategy Manager

	Thomas Noone
	Parent & BwD Supported Housing

	James Allerton
	Transitions Co-ordinator

	James Hughes
	REACT

	Mandy Crabtree
	Service User, Stansfeld

	Samsvnisa Lsa
	Service User

	Stephen Power
	Service User, Accrington Road

	John Rowan
	Children’s Social Care

	Nigel Braithwaite
	Parent

	Dorothy Braithwaite
	Parent

	Katherine Warman
	Parent

	Yasmin Khalil
	Carer’s Advisor

	Lin Cutforth
	CVS (Community Voluntary Services)

	Ghazala Sulaman-Butt
	CAF Co-ordinator (Children’s Dept)

	Kamila Sieczka
	The SLC Group

	Claire Ramwell
	Head of Healthy Living & Sport

	Ann Florentine
	Bootstrap

	Cheryl Fish
	Minute Taker

	
	


APOLOGIES
Gill Cousins



Bernie Horne
Peter Soothill



Denise Gaffing

Ann Marie Pickering


Isabel Robinson

Gemma McMullan
1.
Introductions
Mandy Crabtree opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and announced that Cllr David Foster would be Chairing the meeting.

Cllr David Foster then asked everyone present to introduce themselves.
The “traffic light system” was explained to the Board.
2.
Matters Arising
· Alison Westwood advised that in the last set of Minutes (dated 21 July) Item 4 (Carers’ Issues), is in relation to the Regional Family Forum and not young people as previously stated.
· Page 3 - Service User Issues

Rosemary has spoken to Peter Soothill about people being charged for their service whilst on holiday; no answer at the moment, will be reviewed in line with people having personal budgets.  

3.
Service User Issues - Feedback from Service User Network
· Have agreed to a new name; “We speak you listen”.
· Cost of day service meals have increased by 40p a day; an increase of more than 16%.  People concerned they were not given notice about this change.
Action:

Rosemary to ask (a) who made this decision? (b) what rules/law is the service provided under? (c) why the decision was made to ask people to pay for the increase in meals when they didn’t know about it at the time? (d) why was the communication about the meal increase so poor?
· RM asked if more people from “We speak you listen” would like to attend this meeting they would be welcome.
· Karimeh suggested inviting Councillors to this meeting when issues arise that they are responsible for.

4.
Carers’ Issues - Carers’ Forum
· Alison Westwood advised the Board about 3 new posts:
1. Yasmin has successfully been appointed as LD Carer’s Advisor.  She will start next Mon 5 October over at the Carer’s Centre.    

2. A Carer’s Advisor post to be based in Darwen in the shared neighbourhood team.  This role will involve setting up activities and support groups.  
3. GP Liaison Worker based at the Carer’s Centre.
· Valuing People Now Conference on Friday 2 Oct @ Aintree Racecourse, Liverpool.  Anyone interested to let Alison know alison.westwood@blackburn.gov.uk  Alison to pass back comments to Regional Family Forum re short-notice and distance.  
Action: 
Rosemary to organise for Lynne James Jenkinson to attend a future Board meeting.
· Alison advised that a local Roadshow will be held on 16 November 09 to explain what the Regional Family Forum does.  A room has provisionally been booked in the Library and one at the Carer’s Centre; will see what numbers are like then book accordingly.  Yasmin and Alison are promoting it widely.
· Regional Family Forum meeting w/c 2 November 09.  Anyone interested to let Alison know alison.westwood@blackburn.gov.uk  Meeting being held at the Globe Centre in Accrington.  

· Public transport - “Now Cards” enable carer’s to travel for less.  Alison to look into; will be publicised in the Carers newsletter.  

· Cllr David Foster talked about community transport.  Free for carer’s.  There is a user group which meets every 2-3 months.  He asked if anyone is interested in joining this group to let him know david.foster@blackburn.gov.uk
5. The use of words/language + notes & actions of meetings
· Need to give proper explanation of words.
· The Board agreed to continue with 2 sets of Minutes; to be sent out together as quickly as possible.

6. Update on children/young adults with complex needs

· James Allerton talked about the Transition Support Programme.  It is aimed at improving transitions experience for young people in terms of health and education; a joined up approach. 25 days of support on offer to help develop an Action Plan.  Another self-assessment questionnaire needs completing to explain how much progress has been made over last year; James A to let group know how this is going.
· James mentioned recognising people’s time and transport costs. Alison suggested a more streamlined approach – improving communication – so people are aware of these resources. The link between the Carer’s Centre and this Board could be improved.

· James has been to the launch of the young people’s housing team at Ewood Park.  They help people with or without a disability in moving into their own accommodation.  Work with people aged 16-19.  Hoping to work with people aged 25+ when fully staffed.

He also mentioned “Passport to Housing” which are modules people will find useful when going to Housing Associations; they can show a certificate that says “I can cook” etc.

· Rosemary provided feedback on the Transitions Meeting held on 14 Sept 09.  A summary from this meeting will be forwarded to Stephen Sloss so that he can talk to senior members on the Council about what people said.
The group said it’s not about age but about person-centered planning.  David Foster said that all our services should be available to as many people as possible.  It is everyone’s responsibility.

Action:

Rosemary, Peter Soothill and Gill Cousins to meet and agree feedback to Stephen.
· Cllr Karimeh Foster suggested moving the children’s budget to Social Services.  A more flexible approach to budgets may be possible under the personalisation agenda.
· Flipchart notes from 14 Sept to be emailed out to this Board so people can add on their own comments.
7. Workplan
· RM talked through the Workplan with the Board; a copy of which will be circulated with these Minutes.  It is important everyone tries to help achieve the outcomes.
· Susan Kelly to attend the next Board Meeting to talk about Housing.

· Dorothy Braithwaite is interested in Housing issues.

· Lori Homaayon-Jones is interested in activities and relationships for people.

Action:

All members to look at the draft work-plan and say if they are interested in looking at what needs to be done.
8. LSP

· Rosemary gave apologies for Bernie and provided a brief overview of his presentation to the Board.  

· RM passed over to Lin Cutforth to explain what CVS (Community for Voluntary Services) do. 

· 50+ Partnership used to be called Older People’s Partnership.

· Alison suggested that people with learning disabilities should fall under the “People and Communities Forum”.  AW to put something together to link to Carer’s and to this Forum.  
· Chart with leads and representatives to be included with these Minutes.

· Minutes from the LSP re accessible from their website if anyone wants to read them.

     Action:
Rosalind Davis (Principal Partnership Adviser) is to attend the next meeting in December; work-plan to be sent to Rosalind prior to this meeting so she can have some thoughts - Rosemary to action.

9. CVS

· Community Network Chart is attached to these Minutes. There is an explanation of this Chart and a Who’s Who available if anyone wants a copy lin.cutforth@BWDCVS.org.uk
· Yasmin asked if Lin could help with establishing the Working Disability Women’s Asian Group set up; answer was yes.  She explained that there is a booklet titled “First Steps” which would provide assistance with this.

· “Circle of Friends” is a group for people with learning disabilities.  Lin asked anyone wishing to attend should contact them.  A member from this group will attend a future Board Meeting to talk about this group and what they do.

10. Valuing People Now in the Northwest – Regional Seminar 1 Oct 09

· Mandy Crabtree to attend the above seminar with RM tomorrow.

11. Any other Business

· BwD have 5 Neighbourhood Boards.  It would help to know in which neighbourhood the parents/carers representatives live in.  Board to feedback to rosemary.molyneux@blackburn.gov.uk or cheryl.fish@blackburn.gov.uk
For example:

Darwen & Rural


Earcroft Ward


East Rural Ward


Marsh House Ward


North Turton with Tockholes Ward


Sudell Ward


Sunnyhurst Ward


Whitehall Ward


South West


Ewood Ward


Fernhurst Ward


Livesey and Pleasington Ward


Meadowhead Ward


Mill Hill Ward


North East


Bastwell Ward


Shear Brow


Roe Lee


Little Harwood


South East


Audley Ward


Highercroft Ward


Queens Park Ward


Shadsworth with Whitebirk Ward


North West


Beardwood with Lammack Ward


Corporation Ward


Roe Lee Ward


Wensley Fold Ward

· Andy McHugh possibly attending the December Board Meeting to talk about Neighbourhood Manager roles.

· Neighbourhood funding - Cllr David Foster advised on geographical issues.

· Cllr Karimeh Foster is the Older People’s Champion.  Karimeh can be contacted on karimeh.foster@blackburn.gov.uk
· Council to host the LDPB website.  Hoping to meet up to discuss launch of LD Partnership website in November.

· Green Paper - “Shaping the Future Together”.
Cllr David Foster emphasised that it is important this document is read by the Board.  

There is a web site for individuals to feedback.

If people would like to discuss this as a group please contact Rosemary on 01254 584417 or email on:

rosemary.molyneux@blackburn.gov.uk
12. Date and time of next Meeting 
Thursday 3 December 2009 @ 10am over at Kings Court, Kings Street, Blackburn.
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