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BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL
LEARNING DISABILITY PARTNERSHIP BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 21 JULY 2009

AT THE LIVESEY ALL AGE CENTRE

________________________________________________________________

ATTENDANCE
	Name
	Organisation

	Stephen Sloss
	Director of Adult Social Care

	Rosemary Molyneux
	Head of Service, Adult Social Care

	Alison Westwood
	Senior Carer Strategy Manager

	Isabel Robinson
	East Lancs PCT Community Services

	Denise Gaffing
	East Lancs PCT -  Bridge House

	Carol Hartley
	Carer

	Gaynor Roe
	MENCAP (National)

	Alice Jepson
	Parent

	Maggie Ecroyd
	BwD Workforce Development

	Cllr Karimeh Foster
	Lead Member for Adult Social Care

	Glynn Lowndes
	CXL Connexions

	Thomas Noone
	Parent & BwD Supported Housing

	Paul Wilson
	Bootstrap Enterprises

	Susan Kelly
	Housing Strategy Manager

	Gemma McMullan
	Communications & Information Officer

	Gary Dodds
	Stansfield Centre

	Stephen Power
	Service User, Accrington Road

	James Hughes
	REACT

	James Allerton
	Transitions Co-ordinator

	Mandy Crabtree
	Service User, Stansfield Centre

	Gill Cousins
	St Mary’s College/ Parent

	Lesley Bray
	BwD Neighbourhoods & Learning

	Dawn Gray
	Shared Lives Scheme Carer

	Peter Soothill
	Joint Commissioning Manager

	Nigel Braithwaite
	Parent

	Dorothy Braithwaite
	Parent

	Katherine Warman
	Parent

	Barbara Marsden
	Minutes

	Cheryl Fish
	Minutes


APOLOGIES
Cllr David Foster



Andy Clift

Lori Homayon-Jones


Marion Fisher

Andrew Key




Anne Marie Pickering

Jackie Clarkson



Sam Morris
Yasmin Khalil

1.
Introductions
SS asked everyone present to introduce themselves and welcomed two new members to the Board; Isabel Robinson and Gaynor Roe.  

The “traffic light system” was explained to the Board.
2.
Matters Arising
The Board confirmed that the previous set of Minutes were correct and received by all.
2.1 Page 3 - Website

· See under Agenda Item 8.
2.2 Page 3 - Service User Issues
· See under Agenda Item 3.
2.3 Page 4 - Carers’ Issues

· See under Agenda Item 4.
2.4
Page 7 - Valuing People Now Local Launch - Activities

· Rosemary advised that she had met with Garth Hodgkinson from CVS (Council for Voluntary Services) and both agreed that there should be some representation on this Board.  A name was put forward; Lin Cutforth, Health Social Care and Disability Officer.  Lin attends the Health and Well-being Sub-Group.  
Lin Cutforth is hopefully attending the next Board Meeting.

Rosemary further advised that she has asked Bernie Horne to show on paper what other meetings are called, what they are for and who attends (across the Council).  

Need to look at where this meeting sits in relation to other meetings across the Council.

Action:
Gemma to compile a matrix and circulate prior to next Board Meeting.

Garth also mentioned a lady called Kate Lee, Volunteer Centre Manager, who represents CVS on volunteering; possibility of Kate attending the Board Meeting at some point to explain what her role is.
3.
Service User Issues
James Hughes from REACT briefed the Board on the issues discussed at meeting on 19 May.  Future items to be discussed are (a) how to increase Board attendance figures and (b) becoming more of a user-led organisation.  He advised that they are meeting again next week at Accrington Road.
The Board suggested future meetings to be held at a local venue.

Nigel raised a concern in relation to the Fairer Charging Policy in respect of a SU having to pay for services whilst on holiday.  He had been informed that the system runs from Mon-Sun but as the SU was on holiday from Sat to Sun he would still have to pay for the services.
Another issue was raised in relation to an unspecified bill that has been received.  Rosemary suggested having a broken down itemised invoice.
Action:
Rosemary to see Peter Soothill re charging.

SS advised that he was happy to see people having a view about the Council especially GP’s.
4.
Carers’ Issues - Service Development for Young People
· Alison advised that funding has been secured so a roadshow can be hosted.  

Alison has had an initial meeting re planning for all carers’ and people with learning disabilities in order to raise awareness.  
Work will be carried out on this over the summer.

SS advised that if anyone was interested in helping to contact Alison on alison.westwood@blackburn.gov.uk or 588960.

SS added that the Carer’s Assessments will come back to subsequent meetings for discussion.
· LD Carers’ Service post is going out to advert.  Funding has been agreed through LDDF.  Job description and Person Specification are ready.  Intending to interview in August.
Action:
Alison to provide details if required to those who are 


interested.

Gill raised a concern about the cultural and emotional shock people are facing during transitions into adult services.  She advised that people with significant health needs require more help as they have complex and profound learning needs.  Discrete provision is needed to enable young people to be supported with people of a similar age for a period of time.  There should be joint working with partners to ensure this learning continues.  It was suggested that young people progress to adult services at the age of 25.  
Gill advised that she has two sons, aged 18 & 15 respectively.  She added that their options are different.  There needs to be something in-between i.e. day service and college for when people leave school.
Gill met with SS a few weeks ago - pre-cursor for next steps.  Stephen advised that we are looking to potentially set up a meeting with Peter Morgan and Graham Burgess in order to address these concerns.  He added that we need to collate some practical ideas prior to this meeting.  Together local families and/or a small number of parents could look to create a user led service with service users that would meet the needs of a number of young people.
Another suggested option was to create a service in-between the children’s and adult services.  Need to look at how local people could be involved in creating such a service.  An identifiable place would be needed to hold the service in.  

SS advised that nothing is solidified at this stage; we are having a look at dealing with it today.  He added that there is enough demand.  
SS further advised that Rosemary will be setting up a Project Group to look at these concerns including the following members:

Gill Cousins; Lesley Bray; Denise Gaffing; Paul Wilson; Geoff Fitzpatrick (Head of Newfield School); Kath Warman and Glynn Lowndes (Connexions).
Councillor Karimeh Foster mentioned linking to schools and colleges.

Thomas Noone advised that he has great empathy with what has been discussed.  He talked about his son and how twenty years on nothing seems to have changed.  He is interested to see if there can be some kind of development and mentioned setting up a supported living service.
Lesley Bray stated that we need time to look at supported living and the package as a whole.  She advised that making friendships and relationships with other peers is important.
.

SS advised that we have the flexibility with finance.  He added that we could look at the third sector and possibly even the private sector.

Lesley Bray made the Board aware that there are specialist funding organisational centres for adults which focus on the Independent Living regardless of disability.  
SS stated we need to come up with a vision that is workable.  Lesley Bray advised that there is a big piece of work to be done in children’s services. 
SS stated that we need to know what we’re doing by mid October.  May be able to piggyback on some initiatives already there (e.g. Darwen Leisure Centre).  
A PILOT project + 10 service users to develop self directed support under the Personalisation Agenda.
Action:
Gill & Rosemary to report back in September.
5.
Post to Support Board 
Peter Soothill advised that funding has been secured to this part-time post.

It has been raised at the Joint Commissioning Board and proposed that we externalise the post.  
We are looking to find an organisation to host the post outside the Council.  
We have an agreement with the organisation to manage the post.  Need to start looking at user-led organisations.  
Peter advised that the post is initially for 12 months.  One of the benefits of the post being outside the Council is that we can look at match funding and making the post more sustainable.  Funding would be enough to cover two posts if we managed to get it.  Could possibly look to re-invest the money in another post or invest further in the user-led.    

Peter was asked if we could link to another post and/or job-share.
Peter said no reason why not.  Need to look at how it best fits and involves people.  If held in another organisation would provide more flexibility for people in those situations.  
The Board agreed with the proposal.
SS mentioned looking at local home organisations and user led organisations.  Peter suggested having a discussion on this prior to the next Board.  Anyone with any thoughts to contact Peter on 588985 or email at peter.soothill@blackburn.gov.uk
6.
Workplan

Gaynor Roe & Bryan Smith from MENCAP along with Thomas Noone have had a meeting with Rosemary to discuss what the Board has agreed we need to look at.  

Rosemary advised that she has brought four key tasks from the draft work-plan to today’s meeting.  She asked the Board to write down their thoughts on exactly what we need to have on a to-do list to help people with learning disabilities.

7.
Involvement of people on the service user network and the minutes

Rosemary advised that we need to agree the following:

· Who should receive the Minutes of the service user network?
· Who attends and is there anyone who wants to attend and doesn’t know about it?
Adult placement not currently involved on S.U.N.

Rosemary asked if the service user network is fully accessible for people with a disability.  
A question was asked if a leaflet could be put together on this (if there isn’t one already).  

It was also suggested revising the title as people can attend even though they do not use the services.
People with learning disabilities don’t have a voice - are at a minority.  Need to look at how we can involve people with learning disabilities more.

SS said everyone should be heard; he would like to see in the future someone with a learning disability Chair the meeting.  Need to decide how to tackle the issue on everyone having a voice and come back with some solutions.  Someone said the network represents a very small number of people.  SS added that we need to maximise the voice of the whole community.

SS mentioned organising events and capturing views; incorporate fun into the meetings.  

Gaynor Roe advised that the Partnership Board should make a commitment to funding a post to support people with learning disabilities.
8.
Any other Business

Website for people with learning disabilities to access

SS advised that we are looking into the website going on-line and linking into NHS website.

Action:
Peter Soothill to source a contact within the NHS.
Gary and Gemma have been working on this website for 3/4 months.  

Martin has a draft website that people can look at which is 90% complete.

Gemma & Gary have done a photo-shoot for front page; video clips have been done and 18 service users were included.

Next stage:

· Meeting to be held with Rosemary and Peter Soothill.

· Training session organised for 3 August - Martin doing the demonstrating.  RM suggested asking people from the Board to attend.  
· Rosemary suggested getting a link from other websites onto our website e.g. NHS Choice & Carers website.
Website address is as follows: 
easy-read-online.co.uk.122

webhostforasp.net
Personalisation Meeting
Cllr Karimeh Foster informed the Board of a meeting on 5 August 09 at 4.00pm in the Library re Personalisation.  
9. Date of next meeting

29 September at 10.00am @ Livesey All Age Centre.
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