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BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

LEARNING DISABILITY  PARTNERSHIP BOARD
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD  ON 12 MAY 2009
AT THE LIVESEY ALL AGE CENTRE
ATTENDANCE

	Name
	Organisation

	Rosemary Molyneux
	Head of Service, Adult Social Care

	Katherine Donnelly
	Accrington Road Day Service

	Stephen Power
	Service user, Accrington Road Day Service

	James Hughes
	REACT

	Cllr Karimeh Foster
	Lead Member for Adult Social Care

	Cllr David Foster
	Executive Member for Adult Social Care

	Stephen Sloss
	Director of  Adult Social Care

	Lori Homayon-Jones
	Parent

	Andrew Key
	Carewatch

	Anne Florentine
	Bootstrap Enterprises

	Maggie Ecroyd
	BwD Workforce Development

	Bernie Horne
	Self Directed Support Co-ordinator

	Katherine Warman
	Parent

	Tom Noone
	Parent & Bwd Supported Housing

	Rahila Hussain
	 CXL - Connexions

	Anne Marie Pickering
	Children with Disabilities

	Leonard Liddle
	Service User, Tower View

	James Allerton
	Transitions Care Manager

	Lindsay Griffiths
	Carer Support and Development Worker

	John Rowan
	Complex Needs Service

	Gladys Bailey
	East Lancs Advocacy Service

	Jo Pearson
	East Lancs Advocacy Service

	Yasmin Khalil
	Parent

	Gary Dodds
	Assistant Manager, Tower View Day Centre

	Denise Gaffing
	East Lancs PCT

	Barbara Marsden
	Minutes


APOLOGIES

	Nigel Braithwaite

	Dorothy  Braithwaite

	Glynn Lowndes

	Claire Ramwell

	Peter Soothill

	Alice Jepson

	Marion Fisher

	Mubarak Darbar

	Gill Cousins

	Dave Spencer

	Sam Morris

	Dawn Gray

	Andy Clift

	Julie Clift

	Shakeel  Ahmed

	Mandy Crabtree


	1. 
	Introductions
Stephen welcomed new members to the Board.


	2.1

2.2
2.3

2.4


	Matters Arising
Rosemary referred to item 7 of the previous minutes (10 May 2009) which Graham Burgess (Chief Executive) attended and said that the group needs to re-visit some of the issues raised and agree actions.

· Page 6 referred to board members understanding the processes within the Council for decision making and how we can influence the Council’s agenda eg Local Strategic Partnership Board and Local Area Agreement.  Graham also talked about the five Neighbourhood Boards in BwD. Each of these boards consist of members of the public and can make decisions on how some money is spent.
Yasmin suggested that a map be drawn up showing where the Partnership Board fits in with other boards.  This was agreed.
Action:   -   Bernie and Rosemary agreed to find out who the best person to do this is.
Some parents had asked for a meeting to discuss the possibility of extending children’s services, when young people pass the age of 18.  Stephen is arranging this.
Graham Burgess had suggested that the board has representation from the third sector

Action:   Rosemary to arrange.
 Graham had suggested obtaining minutes of the LSP.  

Action  -  Bernie to arrange


	3.

	Service user issues
James from React explained that he has been working with the service user network meetings for the last month.  Issues that were discussed included:-

· Hate crime 

· Most people like where they live

· Some people are afraid of going out at night 
· Transport

· Accessing information. 

· Considering having meetings in different parts of the Borough

· Valuing People Now had looked at health issues. GPs should be starting to carry out annual health checks, and will have training on this. The training will include issues such as the definition of a learning disability, and health needs. Later it is hoped to extend this to other health professionals

The next meeting is Tuesday 19 May at Accrington Road Community Day Centre.
Denise explained that Health Action Plans have been around since Valuing People  2001, and a number of GPs have already embraced these.  Valuing People Now has kick started it again.   There are three lots of training

i) for GPs

ii) for carers

iii) for service users

Cllr David Foster mentioned the Community Transport pilot and said it would be useful to have user representation from the Partnership Board on that group.
Action -  James Hughes and Katherine Donnelly to look into having input into the transport group.

Website

Gary introduced himself as Assistant Manager from Tower View Day Service and explained that he and Len had being doing some work  on an  accessible website and gave out some handouts
It is hoped to incorporate photographs and video clips on the website.  E-mails have been sent to various members of the board asking for comments on what they want included on the website. Gary said the website would develop over time and not be static and would include Children’s Services.
Stephen commented that the partnership board may work interactively on the website including message boards, discussion forums and video clips. Everybody will need training on using it.  Stephen advised that we link into the NHS website.

Gary asked if anybody has any views on the website or want to be involved to let him know.

Action:  Peter Soothill to identify a contact in the NHS.



	4.
	Carers’  issues
Anne reported that Bootstrap are 99.9% sure of securing funding for a two year project to work with carers. This will explore the needs of carers wanting to get into work and will support carers in employment with learning development and training; accreditation for carers wanting to go to work, and develop and facilitate working carers network, The project will manage a campaign outlining the benefits of supporting carers into work.  The project will be linked in with the carers’ service.
Lori said that whilst the Bootstrap project is good, there will still be problems for carers going to work. The cost of having a child/young person with complex needs looked after can be £30 per hour. Katharine Warman said that employers are not always prepared to be flexible enough to allow time off for frequent hospital appointments. Yasmin agreed with this, and said that coming to meetings such as this is often a challenge.

Anne Marie said that children’s services are looking at what services can be provided for after school.    

Yasmin also asked about the position at the Carers’ Centre for a LD Carers’ Advisor.  Lindsay advised that Sam Morris has a meeting on 18 May with Executive Members about this.

James Allerton said that at the last transition sub group a question was raised about who carries out carers assessments for parents of young people who access services.
Tom felt there is an issue regarding the quality of carer’ assessments as the person carrying out the assessment often doesn’t appear to have an in depth knowledge of the family. He wondered if the cost of commissioning services influences the assessment.  Lindsay said that that system for carer assessments in mental health services is a dedicated small service and works very well.
Action  -   Consideration needs to be given to who is doing assessments; this is something that could be looked at in detail over the next year.  Stephen will take this away and report to next meeting.
Stephen said that personalisation may help with issues such as these, but there will be some challenges for the Government. There is a Green Paper due in June which will start a debate about how much the public should pay for care and health services.

	5.

	Commissioning Update – Rosemary
In Peter Soothill’s absence, Rosemary gave a brief update on  commissioning.

Area based grant money (formerly LDDF) –  we still don’t know whether the requests for spending have been agreed.

These requests included:-

· The post to support the Partnership Board,

· The Carers’ Support officer

· Health Action Plans – some people are getting together talking about what information can be passed to GPs, and make them more aware of the needs of a person with a learning disability. This will be joint training but will be funded by health money. 12 out of 29 GPs have signed up for this so far.  The health liaison nurse is working on awareness training for hospital staff.
· There is a Mental Health and Learning Disability Team in East Lancs on a two year programme working across both Mental Health and Learning Disability, it is intended to integrate into a general mental health team.

· Links are being made with the National Autistic Society who are advising on future developments.

· Housing – awaiting a legal response to have a number of property providers to help people with a learning disability and their families get better housing. 
Action -  Rosemary will ask Peter Soothill to speak to Tom about this.
· Peter Soothill is meeting with Gill Stevenson from Children’s Services, who are now subscribing to training from NWTDT.
Bernie asked when decisions will be made about area based grants. Stephen advised that we should make preparations now, rather than wait for a decision. If the answer is no, priorities around the partnership board will be significant.  A replacement is needed for Sam and money will need to be found.
We will need to wait for an answer regarding the carers’ post.

Bernie is doing a mapping exercise about children coming through schools.


	6.
	Feedback from Valuing People Now Local Launch – 1 May 2009
Rosemary spoke about the launch at Ewood Park.  A lot of service users attended and the day went well. (Flip chart notes attached).
People were asked for their views on the day – what they had liked and what they didn’t like.  People’s wishes should be part of the Partnership Board action plans.
Not so good

· Some people thought the presentation was too long

· Somebody said they didn’t understand it

· Day was too long

Good

· Presentation right length of time

· Venue was good

· Enjoyed food

· Liked meeting new people

· Liked the table discussions

Things that  people want to improve

· Having friends and relationships – some people don’t have enough friends
· Transport is an issue – it is not often enough, doesn’t come on time, and can be difficult to book

· People want more activities and different places to go to

· People some times want support to join in activities

· People don’t know enough about what services are available in Blackburn with Darwen,  or how to get this information
It is important to make use of all this information, if we don’t use it, it is wasted, and we need to think what we are going to do to make things better.
We don’t have service user representation on the project groups and we need to think about how to make use of service users’ views..
Rosemary has met with leads of the project groups, some groups have achieved more than others, we need to ensure that we improve on actions in future. We need to be clear on what we are asking groups to do, that we have the right people in the groups and who we speak to to make things happen.
Some points noted from the leads include:
· People had been asked to do things which were too big – it is better to ask people to undertake tasks connected with health or well-being rather than both. Well-being can mean different things – we need to be clear about what well-being is.
· The transitions group have done a lot of good work. They still want to look at increasing person centred reviews, services for young people up to age of 25 and a pathway for mullti agency working around transitions. They are looking at action planning for the next 2 to 3 years.

Rosemary said that we need to find out what other meetings are taking place and how we can link into them.  There are a lot of successes from the project groups, but there are also a lot of things that can be improved.  The Partnership Board cannot do everything alone, and we need to think what we can do ourselves and where or who else can help us achieve the outcomes.

Rosemary spoke about Valuing People Now and asked people in groups to choose one topic and consider how to achieve the desired outcomes.  
Flip chart notes  attached.
Comments arising from the group work included:-
Housing
Concerns were raised about situations where somebody had been offered a house, but then had to wait a long time before they could move in.  This can be difficult for people to understand and consideration needs to be given on how to keep people informed

Activities

Suggested that contact be made with Gareth Hodgkinson from CVS to enquire about a volunteers’ co-ordinator; Cllr Karimeh Foster suggested that there may be a possibility of a grant from the CVS  (contact John Beck).

Action: Rosemary
Personalisation Project 

Bernie explained that there is a pilot scheme for ten people to receive a  personal budget, two of these are people with learning disabilities who use adult services. These ten people will get together for a total of four days  with their circles of support to develop plans abut how they want to be supported in future.  So far just one day has been held.

We will need to consider who will help people develop personal support plans and who we need to train to do this.

Rosemary summarised by saying that some useful points have come out of this exercise and should enable actions to be done.


	7.
	Review of Partnership Board questionnaire – Rosemary
Rosemary mentioned a questionnaire which has been received asking what works well for Partnership Boards  – this is to be returned to Director of Health and Social Care in Sefton, (Charlie Baker) by 22 May. This is aimed at helping to check with local authorities that Partnership Boards are up and running correctly and are effective..  
Rosemary read through the questions and asked if anybody could sit with Peter Soothill and her to complete the questionnaire. She asked if anybody is interested to let Barbara or herself know 

Stephen said that carer and service user involvement is essential. James (React ) said already some work has already been done on this. 

Stephen suggested that questions should be made accessible and then returned in an accessible format.



	8.
	Action Planning
Rosemary spoke about the Valuing  People Now launch -  Tom had fronted a successful bid, for £3275,  with support from national Mencap,  from the National Lottery, Fund,  to cover the cost of the launch.  Thank you to Tom for his hard work. 


	9.
	Any Other Business
Cllr David Foster thanked the group for inviting him to the meeting, and offered his apologies for the July meeting. He said he had been impressed with the meeting as things seem to be being done via members of this group to change services for people with a learning disability. He thanked everybody for their time and input


	10.
	DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 2009



	
	21 July 2009
	10.00 – 1.00
	Livesey All Age Centre

	
	29 September 2009
	10.00 – 1.00
	Livesey All Age Centre

	
	8 December 2009
	10.00 – 1.00
	Livesey All Age Centre
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