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BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE  

LEARNING DISABILITY PARTNERSHIP BOARD

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD ON 18 JUNE 1.00 – 3.30
 AT KINGS COURT KING STREET, BLACKBURN
Attendance

	Name
	Organisation

	Rosemary Molyneux
	Head of Service, Disability Providers, Social Services

	Stephen Sloss
	Director of Adult Social Services

	Sam Leonard
	Project Manager Day Service Modernisation, Social Services

	Tony McIntyre
	Joint Commissioning Manager, Social Services

	Paul Wilson
	Bootstrap Enterprises

	Tom Noone
	Blackburn  Supported Housing

	Mubarak Darbar
	Head of Service, Social Services

	Anne Eyre
	Community Care Manager, Social Services

	Shakeel Ahmed
	Service User Representative

	Nigel Braithwaite
	Parent

	Dorothy Braithwaite
	Parent

	Claire Ramwell
	Head of Healthy Living and Sport

	Mandy Crabtree
	Service User Representative

	Susan Kelly
	Housing Strategy Manager

	John Rowan
	Complex Needs Service – Children’s Services

	Lori Homayon-Jones
	Parent

	Anne-Marie Pickering
	Complex Needs Service – Children’s Services

	Julia Pilkington
	East Lancs Advocacy Service

	Chris Cash
	East Lancs PCT

	Denise Gaffing
	East Lancs PCT

	Dawn Gray
	Adult Placement Carer

	Rob Brown
	Connexions

	Lynette Harwood
	BwD PCT

	Saheena Patel
	East Lancs Advocacy Service

	Lesley Bray
	Development Officer, Lifelong Learning

	Leonard Liddle
	Service User Representative


	APOLOGIES 
James Allerton

Jenneke Kelly
Lisa Denicola

Jackie Clarkson

Glynn Lowndes

Amanda Reddy

Dave Spencer

Andrea Madden

Andy Clift

Peter Soothill

Glenn Walker


	1. SERVICE USER FEEDBACK
Service users said they were not happy at having to pay the cost of transport to and from day centres, as well as paying for lunch. They felt that this could lead to some service users being unable to attend the day centre.
Len said that there is no mini bus at Tower View.
Rosemary explained the history of the charging policy and that local authorities do not necessarily have to provide transport.  It is appreciated that charging for transport can cause difficulties but the Council does not have enough money to provide transport free of charge.  The charge of £1 per journey does not cover the full cost of the petrol and the driver.  The Council is looking at new ways of providing transport in the future.
There are difficulties for disabled people using public transport in terms of wheelchair space and needing help when getting off the bus. Mubarak said that it may be necessary to look at individual cases, particularly when individual budgets come in to enable people to become more independent.
Nigel commented that it seems an anomaly that disabled people and older people can have a free bus to use public transport but disabled people using specialised transport day centres have to pay.    

Stephen appreciated the comments regarding transport and will ensure that the Board’s comments are fed back to the transport review.  The charging policy is looked at each year but there was an overspend of the transport budget last year.  He will ensure that the comments are also fed back to Elected Members.


	2. PROJECT GROUP INDIVIDUAL DISCUSSIONS
Project group members split into groups for group discussion prior to feeding back to the whole board.
i. GROUP 1 UPDATE –TRANSITIONS

James Allerton is leading this group and the first meeting has been arranged for 25 June.  The group will include representatives from parents, Connexions, Social Services, Health and registered voluntary services.  Following today’s discussions the group will ask for representation from Blackburn College and/or Lifelong Learning.
It is intended to make an information pack for young people and their families and this will include information for people moving home, and people moving into older people’s services.

The group will look at the transition strategy to make it user friendly.

Resources will be needed for printing costs.

ii. GROUP 2 UPDATE - PERSON CENTRED PLANNING / INDIVIDUAL 

     BUDGETS / JOINT   COMMISSIONING

The project group not met yet.  Discussed today the need for PCP to start at a young age; training across all stakeholders to ensure that everybody uses the same approach; strategy of PCP framework; keyworker approach. They would like to bring others to the group ie from college?

Actions to include developing a PCP strategy, using a joined up approach and sharing information and protocols on data protection.

Resources needed include admin support – who and how do we access this?

Can we get funding from other budgets, other than ASS, ad PCT?
iii. GROUP 3 UPDATE - HEALTH AND WELL BEING

This group covers a broad area and scope, including healthy lifestyles and mental health issues.  
The group would look at accessing Mental Health services, physical activities, leisure opportunities and the motivate scheme. The importance of social and fun element of meeting people was discussed and the group want to make people aware of the free leisure available through the Council and PCT

The group has not had a meeting yet but will need to consider extra capacity and what resources are needed.

Lynette Harwood was invited to join the group
iv. GROUP 4 – HOUSING/TRANSPORT / ACCESS

The first meeting has been arranged for 7 July.  Len has been invited to join the group.
v. GROUP 5 UPDATE - PARTNERSHIP INVOLVEMENT
The partnership involvement group have met twice. This is the most broadly based group and does not have a specific theme. It wants to focus on how partners can work together to ensure service users can move between various services.

The group plan to look at specific partnerships which would have tangible results.

They are in the process of developing an accessible telephone directory for people with a learning disability. Sam is speaking to the Social Services Communication Officer and with Contracts and Quality about emphasising the importance on service user involvement.

They are also looking at how to ensure that people have a health action plan. They are looking at setting up an arrangement where all young people in transition have their names forwarded to the Community Nurse Team (Andy Clift). Rosemary is talking to Andy about resources and how the community nurse team can deliver some of these actions.

The group will also look at how children’s health is managed.

There will be resource issues – possibility of using LDDF money?

Also looking at the use of technology available for people with a learning disability.

. 

	3.   UPDATES:

i. Provider Forum 

Sam had attended the provider forum to speak about service user involvement in the partnership board. There are not enough people attending the service user network and we want other people to get involved, not just those who attend day centres or from supported living service.  There is also a drop in group run by health and Sam will visit that group as well.

ii. Glossary of Terms

Sam referred to the list of words which had been distributed previously and asked for any feedback or suggestions for any missing words. Julia said that the Advocacy Service had used this document and found it very helpful. However some service users had found the accessible minutes were still difficult to read.

Discussion took place about the “traffic light” system and it is recognised that there are still a lot of things which need to be addressed. This is something that could be looked at over the summer.
Dedicated support is needed to ensure that people can participate and join in the board fully.

iii. Carers’  Week

 Sam spoke about an event held last week organised by the Council and the Carers’ Centre where the focus was on Self Directed Support.  This was open to all carers. There were a .series of workshops, Including the joint commissioning strategy, the different types of respite available, and mental health.  A carer from Oldham talked the about the experience of using SDS. 
This was a very worthwhile event and there was good feedback re SDS. Approximately 25 people attended but there was not much representation from parents of people with a learning disability.



	4. INCREASING INVOLVEMENT 

Rosemary said the recent CSCI inspection highlighted that some people were not sure about the purpose of the Partnership Board, or what it is about. Sam has a meeting on 1 July with representatives from two other boards, one of whom is co-chair of their board.  She will also be sharing information with the Blackpool board.
Stephen felt that in future the Board could be chaired solely or jointly by a service user.

Nigel asked about the possibility of having a simplified mission statement. Rosemary suggested having a simplified excerpt from the terms of reference which could be pinned up at each meeting. Stephen suggested looking at this at the next meeting.

Stephen suggested that future meetings could have a different project group lead giving an update.
.

	5. INCREASING INVOLVEMENT

Stephen said that future effectiveness of the Partnership Board will be dependent on individual project groups and reminded groups that there are only ten weeks before the end of October to reach the desired targets. He suggested that groups appoint a deputy leader to ensure that things move forward.  Rosemary and Sam will support group leads.

Stephen suggested that the next meeting could include discussion on investment in co-ordinating support for the Board.

Other points raised included support for service users, and expenses for parents and carers. Stephen felt that it would not be possible for the Partnership Board to have its own budget until the next financial year but that out of pocket expenses should be reimbursed.


	6. JOINT COMMISSIONING STRATEGY LAUNCH

Tony referred to his presentation at the last meeting. Some comments have been received, mostly very positive, a few slight amendments have been suggested.   On that basis he asked for the board to endorse the strategy prior to the launch on 10 July.
Tony undertook to forward both the full and easy read version electronically, and asked for any comments within the next ten days.

Stephen suggested that the Board accept the strategy.


	7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tom asked when the new respite facility would be opening.  Stephen explained the delay had been caused by a problem obtaining the necessary gas safety certificate. This has now been received and CSCI have now given the go-ahead to start using the facility from 24 June.



	8. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting has been arranged for 10 September @ 1.00 at Livesey All Age Centre.

Please note the date for the November meeting has been changed to 25 November @ 9.30  at Livesey All Age Centre.



PAGE  
6

_1096447309.bin

